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CITY OF MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION 
70 Maple Street 

Manistee, MI  49660 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
April 3, 2014 

 
A meeting of the Manistee City Planning Commission was held on Thursday, April 3, 2014 at 7pm in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 70 Maple Street, Manistee, Michigan.  
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Yoder 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Members Present:   Maureen Barry, Bill Dean, Ray Fortier, Marlene McBride, Mark Wittlieff, Roger 

Yoder 
 
Members Absent: David Crockett (excused) 
 
Others: Keith Rose (Reith Riley), Eric Eggan (Honigman, Miller, Schwarts & Cohn LLP 

Council for Seng Dock & Trucking), Jeremy Novak (383 11th Street), Denise 
Blakeslee (Planning & Zoning Administrator) and others 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Ray Fortier, seconded by Marlene McBride that the agenda be approved as prepared. 
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 6 to 0.  
 
 Yes: Barry, Dean, Fortier, McBride, Wittlieff, Yoder 
 No: None 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Motion by Ray Fortier, seconded by Mark Wittlieff that the minutes of the March 6, 2014 Planning 
Commission Meeting be approved as prepared. 
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
 Yes: Dean, Fortier, Barry, McBride, Wittlieff, Yoder 
 No: None 
 
 
PUBLC HEARING 
 
None 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA RELATED ITEMS 
 
Chair Yoder asked if anyone in attendance had any comments on Agenda Related Items. 
 
Keith Rose, Reith Riley – Mr. Rose spoke of the history behind locating their Asphalt Plant in Manistee, 
their investment in the community and their desire to protect their investment. 
 
Chair Yoder asked Mr. Rose how many employees Reith Riley has.  Mr. Rose said they average 15.2 
employees per year; they hired employees that worked for Mr. Seng and other local people.  
 
Eric Eggan (Honigman, Miller, Schwarts & Cohn LLP) Council for Seng Dock & Trucking – Mr. Eggan 
spoke to the commission about the use of the property and asked the commission to consider two 
items.  First is for the Commission to approve the Zoning Amendment.  Second for the Planning 
Commission to recognize that the property has been used for shipping since 1972 as a use by right and is 
“grandfathered in” and is exempt from the Zoning Amendment in June of 2012.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Correspondence 
 
At the March 20, 2014 Worksession the Planning Commission discussed receiving correspondence 
without addresses.  The Commission asked that this item be placed on the April 3, 2014 Meeting agenda 
for establishing requirements for receipt of correspondence. 
 
If a letter is submitted without a return address on the envelope or on the letter there is no way for staff 
to contact the individual who submitted the correspondence for their address. 
 
Unlike when someone submits communication via email staff has the ability to respond to the email.  
Without making things overly complicated.  The Commission could direct staff to ask individuals who did 
not include their address on their email to request their address on behalf of the Commission.  Similar to 
how the Chair asks individuals who wish to speak at a meeting to “state their name and address” for the 
Recording Secretary. 

 
MOTION by Maureen Barry, seconded by Marlene McBride that staff is directed to ask individuals who 
did not include their address on their email to request their home address on behalf of the Commission 
and they should note if they own property in the City.     
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
 Yes: McBride, Wittlieff, Dean, Fortier, Barry, Yoder 
 No: None 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
PC-2014-03- Seng Dock & Trucking, Zoning Amendment Request  
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A Public Hearing was on March 6, 2014 in response to the request from Seng Dock & Trucking for a 
Zoning Amendment that would ADD Shipping Facility as a use permitted by right in the P-D Peninsula 
District.  The Planning Commission took action to continue discussion on the request for a Zoning 
Amendment at their Worksession on March 20, 2014 and for the item to be placed on the April 3, 2014 
Planning Commission Agenda.   
 
Commission discussed proposed Amendment. 
 
Motion by Ray Fortier that the Planning Commission recommends that City Council to deny the request 
from Seng Dock & Trucking for a Zoning Amendment that would ADD Shipping Facility as a use 
permitted by right in the P-D Peninsula District. 
 
Motion failed due to lack of a second. 

 
 
MOTION by Mark Wittlieff, seconded by Marlene McBride that the Planning Commission recommends 
that City Council to approve the request from Seng Dock & Trucking for a Zoning Amendment that would 
ADD Shipping Facility as a use permitted by right in the P-D Peninsula District. 
 
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion failed with a tie vote of 3 to 3.  
 
 Yes:  Wittlieff, Dean, McBride,  
 No:  Fortier, Barry, Yoder 
  
Request Denied 
 
Commissioner Barry wanted to make a motion to leave it up to City Council to decide the request. 
 
Staff said that they would want to verify with the City Attorney if the Planning Commission can forward 
the request to City Council without a recommendation.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Jeremy Novak, 383 Eleventh Street - Mr. Novak spoke of his efforts to sell Mr. Seng’s property, the City 
Budget, City Parks and that Mr. Seng is paying takes on property that he is unable to do anything with.  

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Commissioners received a copy of correspondence received (attached) 

 Gary Patulski email 
 T. Eftaxiadis and Debra VanLeen letter  
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STAFF/SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Denise Blakeslee, Planning & Zoning Administrator – Spoke to the Commission about the Firewise 
Training, Redevelopment Ready Community Program, Realtor Meeting.   
 
Sub-Committee 
 
None 

 
 
MEMBERS DISCUSSION 

 
Chair Yoder asked that a letter be prepared to thank the DPW employees for their work this past winter.   

 
The Planning Commission will hold a Worksession on April 17, 2014 
 
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Thursday, May 1, 2014 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Ray Fortier, seconded by Bill Dean that the meeting be adjourned.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm 
 
       MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Denise J. Blakeslee, Recording Secretary 
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