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Introduction 
Downtown Manistee is brimming with opportunity for the creation of thriving businesses (and 
the resulting jobs), recreational destinations, attractive landscapes and housing to support the 
needs of a growing workforce, retirees and visitors. Downtown development is at a critical 
juncture where decisions made now will define and influence our city and the surrounding 
region for many years to come. The work of the Manistee Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) is more critical than ever and thus, the importance of this strategic plan.  
 
The DDA Board presents this plan as a blueprint for the work it will pursue over the next three 
years. Our primary goal is to position the DDA to more aggressively lead development that 
results in a thriving downtown area that meets the needs of residents, businesses and visitors 
for many years to come.  
 
This plan has been organized into four main areas of focus; each of which will be led by a 
committee comprised of DDA Board members and community representatives. We invite you 
to join us in our work as move forward.  
 
Mission 
The mission of the Manistee Downtown Development Authority is to foster the development 
and promotion of an identifiable and attractive downtown area that will strengthen business 
and a sense of community ownership. 
 
Strategic Vision 
Downtown Manistee is the hub of activity in Manistee County. The historic, traditional, core 
downtown is a year-round destination for shopping, dining and entertainment for area 
residents and visitors alike.  
Those who experience downtown Manistee are engaged by an aesthetically-pleasing physical 
environment where the classic Victorian architecture is well preserved, making residents and 
visitors alike feel like they are someplace special. The bend in River street meanders as the river 
flows, inviting pedestrians to explore further. Public spaces, such as the band shell and art 
garden, are centers of activity during the day and into the evening. 
 
Manistee's downtown commercial mix is led by an entrepreneurial spirit and a can-do attitude, 
with many new businesses complimenting the veteran merchants of the district. Small, 
independent retail and service businesses attract customers seeking authenticity, selection, 
top-notch service and value. Storefronts are popping with attractive displays in large panoramic 
windows, and merchandise spills out onto the sidewalks to entice shoppers inside.  
 
Proprietors continue to cooperate to promote the downtown marketplace to maximize 
consumer interest and generate sales. Store hours have been expanded to cater to the 
customer, which has also contributed to a growing night-life scene in downtown Manistee. A 
young couple can enjoy an Asian-inspired seafood dinner, catch a film at the Vogue Theatre, 
and meet friends for drinks at one of the multiple local establishments featuring live music. 



 
While retail and high-traffic service businesses dominate the street-level, upper floors of 
downtown buildings house a variety of professional offices and residential spaces. The effective 
rehabilitation of upper-story rental units as well as owner-occupied spaces provide a built-in 
customer base that continuously patronizes downtown businesses. 
 
The downtown Riverwalk is a destination in itself, and is utilized by early-morning joggers and 
tourists alike. Street vendors and entertainers set up shop along the river walk, creating a 
pedestrian-only entertainment corridor unique to Manistee. 
 
Special events are a calling card for downtown Manistee, with several festivals attracting tens 
of thousands of visitors all times of the year.  
 
 
Strategic Goal, 2017 to 2020 
 
Reposition the Manistee Downtown Development Authority as the leader in Manistee 
downtown development. 
 
 
Focus Areas, 2017 to 2020 

Focus Area 1: Lead and promote the development of under-utilized buildings and spaces in the 
downtown core. Led by Re-Development Committee. 
 
Focus Area 2: Increase occupancy in existing buildings. Led by Business Development 
Committee. 
 
Focus Area 3: Continue to sponsor community events while continuously refining their return-
on-investment and economic impact. Led by Marketing and Promotions Committee. 
 
Focus Area 4:  Continue to improve the physical aesthetics and leverage the historic character 
of the downtown area. Led by the Design Committee. 
 
Success Measures, 2017 to 2020 
 

¶ Occupancy rate downtown buildings 

¶ Number of new businesses attracted to downtown 

¶ Number of jobs added 

¶ Development projects that are in active planning 

¶ Percentage of projects that DDA was notified and involved in early in the process 

 



 

Implementation Plan 

The DDA Board and Chairperson will appoint Board Members as the Committee Chairs and approve of 

the committee membership.  The Board will also assign priorities and continuously ensure that the 

committees are working towarŘǎ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 55!Ωǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ  !ƴȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

committees should be a recommendation to the Board, unless specifically budgeted for by the Board.  

The DDA Executive & Economic Development Director will work with Committee Chairs to implement, 

delegate responsibilities and carry out committee strategies. At the Strategic Planning Session, each year 

the committees will report their progress and the Board will consider priorities for the next year and 

update the Strategic Plan.  

 

 

 

 

 

Strategic Goal: Reposition the Manistee Downtown Development Authority as the leader in Manistee 
downtown development ς Led by the DDA Board 

Strategy           Timing Status                              Measurable 

Dissolve current committees and 
create new ones in their place. 
The four new committees will be 
Redevelopment, Business 
Development, Design, and 
Marketing and Promotions. 
Appoint Board Chairs 

May 2017 Completed Occupancy rate of 
downtown, 
number of new 
businesses, 
number of jobs 
added, 
development 
projects that are in 
active planning, 
capital investment 
in the downtown, 
percentage of 
projects that the 
DDA was notified 
and involved in 
early in the process 

Define priorities for each 
committee. Identify 2 to 3 projects 
for each committee to begin 
working on. 

May 2017  

Identify 1 or 2 highly visible 
development projects at the 
entrance of River St and/or 
another marquee project to 
attract visitors. Authorize Director 
to begin working on projects. 

May 2017 One project that the Board 
authorized the Director to 
begin is underway with 
Chamber/CVB.  Director 
recommends the Board to 
authorize pursuing 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά!Ǌǘ 
tŀǊƪέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
with Design Committee 
assistance. 



 

 

Re-Development Committee 

¢Φ 9ŦǘŀȄƛŀŘƛǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ/ƘŀƛǊ 

Focus Area 1: Lead and promote the development of under-utilized buildings and spaces in the 
downtown core.   

Strategy Timing Status Measurable 

Identify property owners interested in 
rehabilitating their properties and adding 
residential units to vacant or under-utilized 
upper story space.  Work with the property 
owners to apply for Community Development 
Block Grant funding. 

Ongoing Underway Number of 
redeveloped 
properties, 
public/private capital 
investment public, jobs 
created, survey 
άŎƭƛŜƴǘǎέ ǘƘŜ 55! 
works with to see if 
they had a positive 
experience and would 
recommend Manistee. 
 

Identify and prioritize redevelopment sites 
within the district and develop strategies to 
accomplish redevelopment.   

Ongoing: 
Begin in 
May 2017 

 

Create program or improve programs for 
potential small or inexperienced developers 
interested in investing in buildings downtown.    

Ongoing: 
Begin in 
June 2017 

 

Strengthen working relationships, coordination 
and collaborative approach to development 
with AES, Chamber of Commerce, City and 
Historic District Commission. 

Ongoing  

Implement an objective scoring system for 
evaluating development projects. 

May 2017 Completed 

Learn and understand Redevelopment Ready 
Communities program and work with the City 
to ensure a smooth process for developers. 

Ongoing: 
begin in 
July 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In preparation for ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άwŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ wŜŀŘȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ 55! 

Board prioritized the following properties.  The Re-5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴ 

following the prioritized list and developing strategies for 

successfully rehabilitating these properties. 

283 ς 285 ς 289 River St ό!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƭŜŀƴŜǊǎκwƛƭŜȅΩǎύ 

 

 

 

 

 

141-149 Washington (Hotel Northern) 

Owners have applied for a façade grant and applied for CDBG assistance for the property. In 

addition to this property, the committee should consider the entire North Corridor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

400 River St όCƻǊƳŜǊ DƭƛƪΩǎύ 

There currently is a developer, Hollander Development, 

interested in redeveloping this property through the 

MEDC, MSHDA, and local tax abatement programs. 

 



21 Cypress (Gas Station on US 31-River St) 

180 Memorial Drive όhƭŜǎƻƴΩǎύ 

Recently, a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) request from Third Coast Development was denied by City 

Council. The project would have moved the Senior Center to the 

CƻǊƳŜǊ hƭŜǎƻƴΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻŎŜǊy tenant. Approximately 

45 Low-income Senior housing units would have been constructed as 

well.  The project at this point is uncertain.  The Board has engaged 

with the developer and the Director will continue to monitor the 

situation.   

 

 

401 River St (City Drug) 

There have been multiple buyers interested in the property.  More should be certain in the 

coming months. 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Potential CDBG Properties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Business Development Committee 

±ŀƭŀǊƛŜ .ŜǊƎǎǘǊƻƳΧΧΦΦ/ƘŀƛǊ 

Focus Area 2: Increase business occupancy in existing buildings and retain or expand current 
businesses.  

Strategy Timing Status Measurable 

Create and update recruitment materials Ongoing: 
begin in 
May 2017 

Initial materials 
are created. 

Vacancy rate, 
percentage of 
retail, 
restaurants and 
entertainment, 
jobs created, 
potential 
businesses 
contacted. 

Create future use map based on GIS map June 2017  

Identify current vacancies, attempt to work 
with property owner, perform SWOT analysis 
for the properties, use ESRI data to target 
potential tenants. 

Ongoing: 
Begin in 
June 2017 

 

Increase the percentage of retail, restaurants, 
and entertainment businesses within the 
district. 

Ongoing  

Develop and execute retention visit plan. Ongoing: 
twice per 
year: Begin 
in 
August/Sep
tember 
2017 

 

Find creative ways to support 
entrepreneurialism. 

Ongoing: 
September 
2017 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Business Mix 

 

LAND USE MAP 

 

Service 
17% 

Professional 
25% 

Vacant 
19% 

Food/Entertain
ment 
7% 

Retail 
27% 

Government  
5% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Vacant Storefronts  

84 Cypress 

71 Division 

321 River 

337 River 

340 River 

342 River 

347 River 

348 River 

363 River 

411 River  

415 River 

433 River 

100 Washington 

110 Washington 

121 Washington 

133 Washington   

147 Washington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Design Committee 

WŜŦŦ wŜŀǳΧΧΧChair 

Focus Area 3: Continue to improve the physical aesthetics and leverage the historic character of the 
downtown area.  

Strategy Timing  Status Measurable 

Transition the 
management of the 
landscaping and 
maintenance contract 
back to Manistee DPW. 

June 2017 Underway Number and amount of 
façade grants, 
public/private 
investment in public 
areas, food trucks 
allowed in DDA, bump 
outs available for 
businesses in 2018. 

Identify areas in the 
district that could be 
improved or created 
and propose potential 
projects to the Board.  
Potential focus areas 
are Art Park, Riverwalk, 
and Streetscape. 

Ongoing: begin in May 
2017 

 

Develop and propose 
policies to allow food 
trucks in DDA 

May 2017 Underway 

Work on developing 
bump outs for outdoor 
cafes 

Fall 2017 Underway 

Investigate timing of 
façade grant cycle to 
match with budget and 
construction season 

Report to Board in 
September 2017 

 

Improve garbage 
removal of businesses 
on River St 

Long-term: begin 
Winter of 2017 

 

Work with the 
Community Foundation 
or other partners to 
create a fund for long-
term maintenance of 
Riverwalk. 

2017-2019  

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                Art Park 

                                                                                                                                      Riverwalk 

                       Streetscape 


